
 Longswamp Township Board of Supervisors 

Special Joint Township Boards, Commission  

And Committees Meeting Minutes 

May 24, 2022 
 

The Special Joint Township Boards, Commission and Committees of the Longswamp Township 

was held at the Longswamp Township Municipal Building, 1112 State Street, Longswamp 

Township, Mertztown, Pennsylvania, 7:00 p.m., prevailing time as previously advertised and 

posted. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

Chairman Don Hickman called the meeting to order at 8:05pm. 
 
SPECIAL JOINT TOWNSHIP BOARDS, COMMISSION AND COMMITTEES  
MEETING AGENDA: 
 
For the purpose of discussing the Township’s vision for the Master Park Plan: 
Topics of discussion; 

 
Open and Welcome by BOS Chairman Don Hickman;  
Chairman Don Hickman opened the joint committee meeting, and stated the purpose of the meeting is 
to discuss the Township’s vision for the parks and open spaces.  
 
Explanation of purpose of meeting; 
Supervisor Mark Hilbert explained that there is funds through DCNR grants, and explained what they 
entailed and the how to obtain them for projects within our parks and open spaces. Mark further 
expressed the need for a master plan as it will be an important component to the application to apply 
for the grants. Mark encouraged the audience to think about what they envision for the Township’s 
parks and recreation projects. 
 
Explanation that June 2nd meeting is being proposed for dedicated discussion of farmland 
preservation and Ag issues; 
Supervisor Joyce Marin and the Board Members decided that a farm preservation and AG matters would 
be held as a separate meeting on Tuesday, June 28, 2022. This meeting will focus on Park and 
Recreation and open spaces.  
 
Engineer Jill Smith provided professional maps of each park, and Joyce explained that this is a first step 
in achieving the master park plan together. She encouraged the audience to participate in identifying 
problem areas within both Hunsicker’s Grove and the Township Community parks. Joyce presented pink 
post-it notes for the residents in attendance to use to identify the problems and safety issues the 
residents feel are necessary and for them to come up and post their notes to both Park maps in the 
relative location of their concerns. 
 
PowerPoint Presentation; 
Zach Trexler, Township Office Administrator, and with the help from our Roadmaster Scott Miller, 
presented a power point of pictures and information focusing on the necessary repairs and replacement 
needs for both parks. Zach identified safety issues, and specific to wear and tear on our sports venues 
and roadways, parks and recreation areas, pavilion repairs; such as electrical maintenance, roofing, and 
curtains. He suggested a future restroom expansion to accommodate the public.  
 

APPROVED 
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Leann Sacks expressed concerns about vandalism and individuals on the property after hours.  She 
suggested additional security cameras to be installed. Leeann provided photographs of poorly 
maintained trails in the parks, and suggested signs for the trails noting the conditions of the terrain.  
Tyrene Christman, Chairman of Park & Recreation Committee; expressed her concerns regarding added 
possible vandalism with projected new homes being built in the community and what security measures 
will be addressed in both parks. 
 
Additional concerns were voiced by residents in attendance for the sport venue maintenance and ability 
for it to be properly utilized.  
 
Hopes and Dreams of Hunsicker’s Grove and Community Park;  
Joyce Marin Provided yellow Post-It notes for the audience to write down what improvements or 
additions they would like to see and post them on the corresponding map.  
 
Berks County Planning Commission Summary of Survey results on Parks; 
Zach explained that Berks County collected information on how often the residents use the public 
recreation facilities. The data collected was not specific to Longswamp Township.  The survey was 
created on Survey Monkey and a link will be on the Township website for residents to complete. This 
will help collect data on how to better meet the requests of our residents.  
 
Open Discussion of Priorities with Public; 
Leeann Sacks has concerns relating to the repairs needed in the parks and suggested that repair updates 
be performed before anything new is considered.  She also spoke about the Resident-Trail system and 
how signage is needed and a biking shoulder on the roadways.  Supervisor Marin stated a bike Ped plan 
can be added into the master plan.   
 
Andrea Beson, Township Administrative Assistant, brought up discussion about the possibility of 
considering a pump track to accommodate children and teens who may have out grown the jungle gym 
playgrounds. Further discussion was held and several residents are in favor of a pump track for kids who 
do participate in organized sports and it is also good exercise for all ages. Andrea stated grants are 
available specifically for pump tracks for Municipalities through Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources.  Some residents had concerns regarding a pump track. 
Additional ideas; a Band Shell and upgrading the soccer field at Hunsicker’s Grove Park; Wildlife 
corridors and signage describing habitats and wildlife.  
 
Discussion of Next Steps:  
Joyce stated that the next meeting will help prioritize the Master Park Plan needs, and further discuss 
ideas for the parks projects. Further discussion on the surveys and building of the plan.  
Andrea suggested getting the younger people involved and possibly have them attend the meeting to be 
able to express their concerns and get their ideas and interests. Joyce announced that the next meeting 
to continue discussion and planning for the Master Park Plan will be held on Tuesday, July 26, 2022 at 
7:00pm, following the business meeting. 
 
Chairman Don Hickman thanked the residents for attending and encouraged them to come to the next 
meeting. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Mr. Tom Wilker, BHASD Assistant Superintendent; stated the potential for partnership of the 
Brandywine Heights Area School District and Longswamp Township for organized sports Turf fields in 
the land the school district acquired.  
 

 

 

 



ADJOURNMENT:  

Joyce Marin made a motion to adjourn.  Mark Hilbert seconded the motion.  All in favor.  

Chairman Hickman adjourned the Budget Workshop at 9:15pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by:   

 

 

Mrs. Joni D. McPike 

Township Secretary/Treasurer 


